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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your  
 commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
  the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom.
There is no god, other than you, who cares  
 for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you  
 never judged unjustly.
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient  
 to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign  
 power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who  
 know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild  
 in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is  
 there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to  
 your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his  
 fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 85 

Response:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving.
1.  O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

  full of love to all who call.
  Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
  and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)
2.  All the nations shall come to adore you

  and glorify your name, O Lord:
  for you are great and do marvellous  
   deeds,
  you who alone are God. (R.)

3.  But you, God of mercy and compassion,
  slow to anger, O Lord,
  abounding in love and truth,
  turn and take pity on me. (R.)

SECOND READING  Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea 
in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the 
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his call holds  
 for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:24-43

(For Shorter Form Mt 13:24-30, read between 
> <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
>Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, ‘Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?’ ‘Some enemy has done 
this,’ he answered. And the servants said, ‘Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?’ But he said, 
‘No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie 
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”< 
 He put another parable before them, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in 
its branches.” 
 He told them another parable, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.”
 In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in 
parables; indeed, he would never speak to 
them except in parables. This was to fulfil the 
prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the 
foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; 
and his disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.” 
He said in reply, “The sower of the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the 
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the 
darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and 
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. 
The Son of Man will send his angels and they 
will gather out of his kingdom all things that 

provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!”
>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  

the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 

Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  

the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  

apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  

of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the  
 law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your  
 faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of  
 Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour  
 of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we  
 pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with  
 heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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Their future doesn’t look very promising. After all, Jesus and his 
followers are just a small group of people in a little corner of Palestine, 
with few friends among the religious leaders or those in authority, and 
with a message that doesn’t seem to be reaching very far. 
Jesus wants his disciples to imagine what the kingdom of God will look like. He uses 
images, little stories or parables, to paint a picture of the kingdom of God and its future 
growth.

He talks about the mustard seed. His listeners know that the mustard seed is tiny, yet 
Jesus tells them that from the smallest of seeds comes a tree large enough for birds to 
build their nests in it. The kingdom of God is like that mustard seed, he says.

A second image hammers home his point. The kingdom of God is like the yeast a woman 
mixes in with flour. A small amount of yeast has a huge effect – it has the power to 
produce bread for a lot of people. The kingdom of God is like yeast, Jesus tells them.

Jesus’s message is clear: the kingdom of God may have small, unimpressive beginnings, 
but like the mustard seed and the yeast, it will grow into something big and wonderful, 
and have an effect out of proportion to its humble birth. n

These are challenging times for 
the Church in Europe and in 
the West. Secularism is on the 

rise, fallout from the abuse scandals 
continues, many have given up the 
practice of the faith, while others 
who remain feel angry, confused and 
demoralised.

It can seem like the mustard seed 
is desiccating; that the yeast has 
lost its power. It can seem that the 
promise Jesus made to his disciples 
is turning to ashes, and that, far from 
expanding, the kingdom of God is 
contracting and even dying.

That is why it’s important to hold 
fast to the promise Jesus made to 
his disciples and to us. Jesus tells us 
that the kingdom of God will flourish 
because it is God’s will that it will 
flourish. And we are called to trust 
Jesus. We trust him by putting our 
faith in small things and in God’s 
grace. 

Lots of things are happening that are 
helping the kingdom to grow. Pope 
Francis talks of a Church that is on 
the streets, open, compassionate, 
inclusive. He is showing the way. 
Many Catholics are looking seriously 
at what it means to be the Church. 
They are realising that it isn’t made up 
just of clergy and religious but of all 
the baptised. They are thinking about 
what needs to be changed in the 
Church and how they can be a seed 
or a leaven bringing new life to their 
parish. Just as the kingdom of God 
grew out of small things, they know 
that the little things we do can grow 
into something wonderful.

Think about those who have been 
a seed, a leaven in your life, those 
family members or others who 
shaped and inspired you in the faith. 
How can you be a seed, a leaven, in 
the lives of others? n

REFLECT

Many feel excluded from or hurt by the 
Church. How can you be a grain of yeast in 
their lives that comforts, heals and builds 
up? The little things we do can make an 
enormous difference for God. 

DO

Even though there is a lot of evil in the 
world, God will have the last word. 

 
Every good deed builds up the kingdom of 
God. 

LEARN

SAY
“Lord, help me to hasten 
the flowering of God’s 
kingdom of justice, 
peace and love by being 
a seed, a leaven, in the 
life of my church and my 
community. Amen.” 

IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS 
(MATTHEW 13:24-43)

Pray for yourself and for people everywhere 
that they will nurture the good that is in 
themselves and in others.

PRAY
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
See, I have God for my help.
The Lord sustains my soul.
I will sacrifice to you with willing heart,
and praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
Show favour, O Lord, to your servants
and mercifully increase the gifts of your grace,
that, made fervent in hope, faith and charity,
they may be ever watchful in keeping your  
 commands.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
  the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING Wisdom 12:13.16-19

A reading from the book of Wisdom.
There is no god, other than you, who cares  
 for everything,
to whom you might have to prove that you  
 never judged unjustly.
Your justice has its source in strength,
your sovereignty over all makes you lenient  
 to all.
You show your strength when your sovereign  
 power is questioned
and you expose the insolence of those who  
 know it;
but, disposing of such strength, you are mild  
 in judgement,
you govern us with great lenience,
for you have only to will, and your power is  
 there.
By acting thus you have taught a lesson to  
 your people
how the virtuous man must be kindly to his  
 fellow men,
and you have given your sons the good hope
that after sin you will grant repentance.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 85 

Response:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving.
1.  O Lord, you are good and forgiving,

  full of love to all who call.
  Give heed, O Lord, to my prayer
  and attend to the sound of my voice. (R.)
2.  All the nations shall come to adore you

  and glorify your name, O Lord:
  for you are great and do marvellous  
   deeds,
  you who alone are God. (R.)

3.  But you, God of mercy and compassion,
  slow to anger, O Lord,
  abounding in love and truth,
  turn and take pity on me. (R.)

SECOND READING  Romans 8:26-27 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
The Spirit comes to help us in our weakness. For 
when we cannot choose words in order to pray 
properly, the Spirit himself expresses our plea 
in a way that could never be put into words, and 
God who knows everything in our hearts knows 
perfectly well what he means, and that the 
pleas of the saints expressed by the Spirit are 
according to the mind of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
enlighten the eyes of our mind,
so that we can see what hope his call holds  
 for us.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:24-43

(For Shorter Form Mt 13:24-30, read between 
> <)
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
>Jesus put a parable before the crowds, “The 
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
man who sowed good seed in his field. While 
everybody was asleep his enemy came, sowed 
darnel all among the wheat, and made off. 
When the new wheat sprouted and ripened, the 
darnel appeared as well. The owner’s servants 
went to him and said, ‘Sir, was it not good seed 
that you sowed in your field? If so, where does 
the darnel come from?’ ‘Some enemy has done 
this,’ he answered. And the servants said, ‘Do 
you want us to go and weed it out?’ But he said, 
‘No, because when you weed out the darnel you 
might pull up the wheat with it. Let them both 
grow till the harvest; and at harvest time I shall 
say to the reapers: First collect the darnel and tie 
it in bundles to be burnt, then gather the wheat 
into my barn.’”< 
 He put another parable before them, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed which 
a man took and sowed in his field. It is the 
smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown 
it is the biggest shrub of all and becomes a tree 
so that the birds of the air come and shelter in 
its branches.” 
 He told them another parable, “The kingdom 
of heaven is like the yeast a woman took and 
mixed in with three measures of flour till it was 
leavened all through.”
 In all this Jesus spoke to the crowds in 
parables; indeed, he would never speak to 
them except in parables. This was to fulfil the 
prophecy: 

I will speak to you in parables 
and expound things hidden since the 
foundation of the world. 

Then, leaving the crowds, he went to the house; 
and his disciples came to him and said, “Explain 
the parable about the darnel in the field to us.” 
He said in reply, “The sower of the good seed 
is the Son of Man. The field is the world; the 
good seed is the subjects of the kingdom; the 
darnel, the subjects of the evil one; the enemy 
who sowed them, the devil; the harvest is the 
end of the world; the reapers are the angels. 
Well then, just as the darnel is gathered up and 
burnt in the fire, so it will be at the end of time. 
The Son of Man will send his angels and they 
will gather out of his kingdom all things that 

provoke offences and all who do evil, and throw 
them into the blazing furnace, where there will 
be weeping and grinding of teeth. Then the 
virtuous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father. Listen, anyone who has ears!”
>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  

the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the 

Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under  

Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  

and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  

the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and 

glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  

apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  

of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the 

dead 
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
O God, who in the one perfect sacrifice
brought to completion varied offerings of the  
 law,
accept, we pray, this sacrifice from your  
 faithful servants
and make it holy, as you blessed the gifts of  
 Abel,
so that what each has offered to the honour  
 of your majesty
may benefit the salvation of all.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful,
has made a memorial of his wonders;
he gives food to those who fear him.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Graciously be present to your people, we  
 pray, O Lord,
and lead those you have imbued with  
 heavenly mysteries
to pass from former ways to newness of life.
Through Christ our Lord.  
Amen.
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Their future doesn’t look very promising. After all, Jesus and his 
followers are just a small group of people in a little corner of Palestine, 
with few friends among the religious leaders or those in authority, and 
with a message that doesn’t seem to be reaching very far. 
Jesus wants his disciples to imagine what the kingdom of God will look like. He uses 
images, little stories or parables, to paint a picture of the kingdom of God and its future 
growth.

He talks about the mustard seed. His listeners know that the mustard seed is tiny, yet 
Jesus tells them that from the smallest of seeds comes a tree large enough for birds to 
build their nests in it. The kingdom of God is like that mustard seed, he says.

A second image hammers home his point. The kingdom of God is like the yeast a woman 
mixes in with flour. A small amount of yeast has a huge effect – it has the power to 
produce bread for a lot of people. The kingdom of God is like yeast, Jesus tells them.

Jesus’s message is clear: the kingdom of God may have small, unimpressive beginnings, 
but like the mustard seed and the yeast, it will grow into something big and wonderful, 
and have an effect out of proportion to its humble birth. n

These are challenging times for 
the Church in Europe and in 
the West. Secularism is on the 

rise, fallout from the abuse scandals 
continues, many have given up the 
practice of the faith, while others 
who remain feel angry, confused and 
demoralised.

It can seem like the mustard seed 
is desiccating; that the yeast has 
lost its power. It can seem that the 
promise Jesus made to his disciples 
is turning to ashes, and that, far from 
expanding, the kingdom of God is 
contracting and even dying.

That is why it’s important to hold 
fast to the promise Jesus made to 
his disciples and to us. Jesus tells us 
that the kingdom of God will flourish 
because it is God’s will that it will 
flourish. And we are called to trust 
Jesus. We trust him by putting our 
faith in small things and in God’s 
grace. 

Lots of things are happening that are 
helping the kingdom to grow. Pope 
Francis talks of a Church that is on 
the streets, open, compassionate, 
inclusive. He is showing the way. 
Many Catholics are looking seriously 
at what it means to be the Church. 
They are realising that it isn’t made up 
just of clergy and religious but of all 
the baptised. They are thinking about 
what needs to be changed in the 
Church and how they can be a seed 
or a leaven bringing new life to their 
parish. Just as the kingdom of God 
grew out of small things, they know 
that the little things we do can grow 
into something wonderful.

Think about those who have been 
a seed, a leaven in your life, those 
family members or others who 
shaped and inspired you in the faith. 
How can you be a seed, a leaven, in 
the lives of others? n

REFLECT

Many feel excluded from or hurt by the 
Church. How can you be a grain of yeast in 
their lives that comforts, heals and builds 
up? The little things we do can make an 
enormous difference for God. 

DO

Even though there is a lot of evil in the 
world, God will have the last word. 

 
Every good deed builds up the kingdom of 
God. 

LEARN

SAY
“Lord, help me to hasten 
the flowering of God’s 
kingdom of justice, 
peace and love by being 
a seed, a leaven, in the 
life of my church and my 
community. Amen.” 

IT’S THE LITTLE 
THINGS 
(MATTHEW 13:24-43)

Pray for yourself and for people everywhere 
that they will nurture the good that is in 
themselves and in others.

PRAY



Remembrance:
John	Buchanan-Brown

Saint	Francis	Xavier’s
19	Broad	Street,	Hereford	HR4	9AP
(01432)	273485	
www.sfxhereford.org.uk
Parish	Priest:	 Dom	Michael	Evans	OSB

Office	enquiries:	hereford2@rcadc.org
Newsletter:	hereford2@rcadc.org

SFX	School:	
HT	Mrs.	Diana	Pearce	01432	273941

Parish	Safeguarding:	Margaret	Daron	
safeguardingsfx01@gmail.com

Hospital	Chaplain:	Fr	Patrick	Tel	07922323603

Archdiocese	of	Cardiff						Charity	no.	242380

St	Francis	Xavier’s	Church	Newsletter

Please	pray	for	the	sick:
Pat	England, Joan	Sheeran,	John	Harries,
Pat	Morris	Lynne	Howells, Velina	Milson,	
Mary	Elizabeth, Nicola	Merrick,	Alison	Alder,
Anthony	Craig,	Ann	Currie,	Cynthia	Barnett,	
Katie	Balnaves,	Kathleen	Hanna,	Flo	Brown,	
Fr.	James	Norris,	Barbara	O’Sullivan,	
Eileen	Walker,	Kerry	Harnett,	Noah	Wright,	
Marc	de	Jersey,	Maureen	McCaughey,	
Beverley	Loader,	Andrew	Pearce,	
Rosie	Scott-Lee,	Sr	Catherine	Jackson	O.P.,		
Fr.	Joseph,	Kevin	Roberts, Brother	Bernard,	
Sr	de	Angelis	O.P., Dom	Alex	Echeandia,	
Christine	Robinson,	Artur	Leszko

Feasts	of	the	week Mass	
intentions

Saturday	
18

th
July	

(Private	Mass)

Votive	Mass	of	
Our	Lady	

Private	Int.

Saturday	
18

th
July	

6.00pm

16th SUNDAY	OF	
ORDINARY	TIME
(VIGIL)

Michael	
Ramsay	

Sunday
19

th
July

8.00am

16th SUNDAY	OF	
ORDINARY	TIME

Gerard	&	
Jeanie	
Livingstone	RIP

Sunday
19

th
July

10.00am

16
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME
The	Parish

Sunday	
19

th
July	

2.00pm
(private	service)

BAPTISM:
Olivia	Maria	
Filbrandt

Monday
20

th
July

(Private	Mass)

Feria Clare	– in	
God’s Keeping
(Birthday)

Tuesday	
21

st
July

(Private	Mass)

Feria S.I.	- Birthday

Wednesday	
22

nd
July

12.30pm

ST	MARY	
MAGDALENE	
(FEAST)

Holy	Souls

Thursday	
23

rd
July

(Private	Mass)

ST	BRIDGET	OF	
SWEDEN,	PATRON	
OF	EUROPE	(FEAST)

Thanksgiving	
(McC)

Friday	
24

th
July

(Private	Mass)

Feria All	in	
Herefordshire	
who	have	died	
violent	deaths	at	
the	hands	of	
others

Saturday	
25

th
July

(Private	Mass)

ST	JAMES,	APOSTLE	
(FEAST)

Private	Int.

Saturday	
25

th
July

6.00pm

17th SUNDAY	OF	
ORDINARY	TIME
(VIGIL)

M.	A.	Mathai
R.I.P.

Sunday	
26

th
July

8.00am

17th SUNDAY	OF	
ORDINARY	TIME

Private	Int.	
(M.K.)

Sunday	
26

th
July

10.00am

17
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME
The	Parish

Live	simply	so	others	may	simply	live
and	care	for	our	common	home

Read	the	Papal	encyclical	Laudato Si.	
See	a	summary	at:	

https://bit.ly/2OsKf4i#

See	the	Parish	website	for	more	CAFOD	information

The	Cycle	of	Prayer:	During	Ordinary	Time	(Summer)
We	are	asked	to	pray	for	these	intentions:	A	deeper	
understanding	between	Christians	and	Jews;	Those	who	suffer	
persecution,	oppression	and	denial	of	human	rights;	Europe;	
Human	life;	Seafarers	

“Come	to	me,	all	who	labour
and	are	heavy	laden,	

and	I	will	give	you	rest.”
Matthew	11:28

Visit	www.godwhospeaks.uk

Church	giving:
Our	Bank	details	are:	
Barclays											A/c	name:	Archdiocese	of	Cardiff
Sort	Code:	20	18	23			A/c	number:	5397	5479	
Please	use	your	name	as	a	reference	and	we	can	claim	
GiftAid if	you	are	registered.		Although	Standing	Orders	
are	preferred,	donations	can	also	be	made	online	through	
the	Archdiocesan	website	at:	
www.rcadc.org/portfolio-item/parish-offertory



Summer	of	Hope
CAFOD	has	joined	with	the	UK	Disasters	Emergencies	
Committee	to	help	millions	of	people	whose	lives	are	at	risk,	as	
coronavirus	spreads	across	refugee	camps	and	countries	
suffering	conflict.		You	can	donate	at	cafod.org.uk/coronavirus	
to	help	CAFOD	scale	up	its	coronavirus	response	through	our	
global	Church	family.	Or	use	CAFOD’s	Summer	of	Hope	
fundraising	ideas	with	your	family	and	friends	to	transform	
lockdown	and	raise	money	for	the	appeal:	
cafod.org.uk/summerofhope

Holy Mass times in Hereford
Saint	Francis	Xavier’s,	Broad	Street
Saturdays	6pm
Sundays	8am	and	10am*
Wednesdays	at	12:30pm.
Private	prayer	Mon,	Wed	&	Sat,	10am	- 1pm
*	Livestreamed	Mass

Our	Lady’s,	Belmont	Road
Sundays	10am
Tuesdays	9.30am
Fridays	6.30pm
Private	prayer	Thur &	Sat,	10am	- 11am

The	Abbey	Church	at	Belmont
Saturdays	4.00pm
Sundays	8.30am	and	11.00am
Tuesdays	and	Fridays	10.15am
Private	prayer	Tue	&	Fri,	10am	- 11am

The	obligation	to	attend	Mass	on	Sunday	is	
still	suspended	so	consider	
coming	on	a	weekday	if	you	can't	get	in	
at	the	weekend.

Reflections	in	a	time	of	lockdown

I	BELIEVE	IN	
ONE	GOD	
When	Jesus	speaks	of	farming,	he	is	pulling	up	
pictures	we	all	know.		One	of	the	most	reassuring	
sights	of	the	last	few	months	has	been	the	
presence	of	farmers	going	about	their	business.	
The	roads	may	have	been	empty,	but	it	was	still	
possible	to	get	stuck	behind	a	tractor.	Depend	
upon	it.	Despite	wind	and	rain	cattle	have	to	be	
grazed,	lambs	delivered	and	crops	sown.	The	cycle	
of	sowing	and	harvesting	goes	on	year	after	year	
attesting	a	continuity	instituted	by	that	first	garden.	
War	and	disease	may	damage	farming,	but	they	
never	stop	it.	Neither	should	we	be	sentimental	
about	this	rural	idyll.	To	farm,	as	to	believe,	is	to	
struggle.

Christ’s	parables	guide	us	to	look	for	explanations	
amidst	the	familiar.	During	this	dry	spring	farmers	
looked	for	rain.	Rainfall	means	higher	yields,	a	
second	hay	crop.	No	drop	falls	without	it	
accomplishing	all	that	is	intended	of	it.	Now	as	
harvest	approaches	the	much-vaunted	heat	wave	is	
uppermost	in	the	thoughts	of	many.	Harvesting	
wheat,	apples	and	spuds	takes	time.	However	
many	people	help,	it's	never	enough.	Rain	slows	
spud	machines	- last	autumn	down	to	one	
kilometre an	hour.	Up	and	down	they	went	with	no	
thought	of	chucking	it	in.

Like	farming	when	disease	shuts	churches	it	does	
not	stop	up	the	word	of	God.	Neither	did	it	arrest	
the	lives	and	witness	of	those	who	believe.	These	
events	serve	a	purpose	beyond	our	rudimentary	
rationale.	The	word	we	seek	rests	with	us	by	the	
grace	of	sacred	scripture.	This	word	will	never	fail	
us.	To	all	who	read	it	and	receive	it	and	believe	in	
his	name	Jesus	gives	the	right	to	become	
children	of	God.	

Just	before	becoming	pope,	Cardinal	Ratzinger	
wrote,	‘Today,	having	a	clear	faith	based	on	the	
Creed	of	the	Church	is	often	labelled	as	
fundamentalism.	Whereas	relativism,	that	is,	
letting	oneself	be	‘tossed	here	and	there…by	
every	wind	of	doctrine,’	seems	the	only	attitude	
that	can	cope	with	modern	times.’	Real,	adult	
faith,	he	said,	is	an	engagement	with	the	living	
Christ.	His	friendship	is	the	object	of	our	stories	
and	studies.

The	sowing	and	harvesting	of	crops	provides	a	
reassuring	illustration	of	divine	intent.	As	harvest	
approaches	tractors	and	combines	will	slow	up	
our	lanes	once	more.	We	rejoice.	Steadily	
advancing	behind	them,	we	give	thanks	for	these	
mud-spattered	parables	of	our	salvation.			
AM

For	more	articles	like	this	please	go	to	
HerefordCatholic on	Facebook

SFX	Finance	Update:	 2019/20	Accounts
Many	thanks	for	our	total	Sunday	Offertory	which	increased	to	
£65,463	(£63,691	last	year).	Our	operating	account		however	
showed	a	loss	of	£15,680	due	mainly	to	an	increase	in	repairs	
and	the	purchase	of	new	kneelers.	We	also	incurred	some	
capital	costs	reducing	our	total	assets	by	£5,400.	
Copies	of	the	accounts	are	in	the	Narthex.

2020/2021	– Quarter	1	(Apr-Jun	2020)

Due	to	Covid 19,	Masses	have	been	behind	closed	doors	for	this	
quarter,	so	our	Offertory	reduced	to	£10,240	(£16,025	for	the	
same	period	last	year).	Thank	you	for	your	generosity,	but	we	
need	to	try	to	get	back	to	pre-Covid levels	of	giving	- please	
continue	to	be	generous.	There	are	now	Sunday	collections	at	
all	Masses	and	we	can	receive	payments	to	our	Bank	A/C	and	
cheques	/	cash	at	the	Presbytery.- details	are	in	the	Newsletter	
and	on	our	website	

Please	use	the	GIFT	AID	SCHEME	for	all	your	giving

Confessions	&	Intentions:
Confessions:	Although	we	can	now	celebrate	
Mass,	it	is	still	not	possible	to	hear	confessions	in	
the	usual	way.		If	you	wish	Fr.	Michael	to	hear	
your	confession,	please	contact	him.

If	you	have	a	Mass	Intention for	Fr	Michael	to	say	
please	post	envelopes	through	Presbytery	door	or	
email	the	Parish	office	hereford2@rcadc.org Images	from	@whats_next_dp


