
3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 13 DECEMBER 2020 

THE WORD Year B • Psalter Week 3

DO

LEARN

REFLECT

SAY
Rejoice in the Lord always!
(Philippians 4:4)
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‘G
ive thanks in all circum

stances’ m
ay at first blush seem

a cruel and absurd instruction. Should w
e give thanks in a

hospice, a third w
orld prison or at the funeral of a friend?

Paul is quite insistent in his m
essage to the faithful of

Thessalonica: B
e joyful alw

ays, pray, give thanks…
for this

is G
od’s w

ill for you. Thank you, then, for C
ovid-19, for

the suspension of M
ass and…

the people in this life w
ho are

driving us to distraction…
Paul’s instruction goes right to the heart of the C

hristian
conundrum

. A
cceptance of C

hrist’s victory over death sets
us free. W

hosoever believes in m
e shall never die, Jesus tells

us. G
rasping this truth opens the door to eternal life. W

hat
do w

e do in the m
ean tim

e, though?
Trying to be happy all the tim

e is foreign to the hum
an

condition. W
e are program

m
ed to jum

p out of the w
ay of

that sabre toothed tiger, to be concerned that he m
ay kill our

people. O
ne police officer rem

arked how
 w

orry is norm
al,

adding w
ith a sigh: m

any people w
ho never w

orry are
usually in prison.
To look and speak of good is instructive. W

e value the M
ass

afresh. G
ood new

s starts w
ith affirm

ing our delight in this
life and the next. C

onfidence in the future can be engendered
by the open recitation of scared scripture.
St M

ark’s G
ospel features next year at M

ass. It’s the shortest
of the gospels and takes tw

o hours to read. W
ritten a m

ere
40 years after the resurrection, St M

ark’s G
ospel has an

urgency about it. The story M
ark tells is packed w

ith dram
a

and action. A
s part of the fasting and preparation of A

dvent
read it out loud. A

pproach it as if you have been asked to
read it to a group of doubters. D

o not explain it or apologise
for it. R

ead it out loud. Proclaim
 it on a hill top, a park or in

the privacy of your ow
n hom

e. Em
phasise the dram

a the
w

ay an actor w
ould. It’s uplifting and enriching. W

e grow
w

hen w
e receive and act upon the w

ord of G
od. Every tim

e
you hear St M

ark’s G
ospel next year rejoice in that prom

ise
to read it through.
‘Those w

ho sow
 in tears W

ill reap w
ith songs of joy’ Ps.

126
For m

ore articles like this go to H
ereford C

atholic on
Facebook orB

orderTales.co.uk

Prayer to St. M
ichaelH

oly M
ichael, A

rchangel, defend us
in the day of battle; be our safeguard against the w

ickedness
and snares of the devil. M

ay G
od rebuke him

, w
e hum

bly
pray: and do thou, prince of the heavenly host, by the pow

er
of G

od thrust dow
n to hell Satan and all w

icked spirits w
ho

w
ander through the w

orld for the ruin of souls. A
m

en.

C
ongratulations to all of our children

from
 the parish w

ho m
ade their 1st

H
oly C

om
m

union here on Friday 11th
D

ecem
ber 

after 
m

uch 
delay. 

H
ow

w
onderful that they have finally received

the Lord in this Sacram
ent and can now

w
elcom

e H
im

 so specially on C
hristm

as D
ay. The children

usually w
ear their com

m
union clothes for the M

ay Procession
but they w

ill not get that chance for a w
hile.

W
hat about w

earing your C
om

m
union clothes at w

hichever
of the C

hristm
as M

asses you attend? The w
hole parish can

then share in your joy!

C
hurch giving

O
ur B

ank details are: B
arclays A

/c nam
e:

A
rchdiocese of C

ardiff Sort C
ode 20 18 23 A

/c num
ber: 5397

5479. Please use your nam
e as a reference and w

e can claim
G

ift A
id if you are registered. A

lthough Standing O
rders are

preferred, donations can also be m
ade online through the

A
rchdiocesan 

w
ebsite 

at:
w

w
w

.rcadc.org/portrfolio-
item

/parish-offertory

L
ast m

inute C
hristm

as shopping! From
 the C

istercian
Sisters, H

oly C
ross A

bbey. U
nder the pandem

ic restrictions
our altar bread business is far from

 norm
al. N

ow
 w

e are
m

aking C
hristm

as puddings, cards, etc, please visit our
w

ebsite.' W
e earn our living by the w

ork of our hands,'(R
ule

of St B
enedict C

hapter 48).http://w
w

w
.hcaw

hitland.co.uk/

B
elm

ont 
A

bbey 
Penitential 

 
Service:

M
onday, 

21st
D

ecem
ber, at 7pm

  (Please arrive from
 6.45 onw

ards)

200 C
lub W

inter Star D
raw

 and W
inners for N

ovem
ber and

D
ecem

ber. W
inter Star D

raw
 £100 R

ichard and A
ngela

H
olm

es. N
ovem

ber: 1st B
rendan Finlow

 £25; 2nd D
om

inica
Law

rence £10; 3rd M
aureen B

ellam
y £5: D

ecem
ber: 1st

Elizabeth W
ilson £25; 2nd A

nnie M
cC

ourt £10; 3rd M
rs J

D
ykes £5. W

inners w
ill be contacted by post. Thank you for

your continued support. Paul and B
renda.

“The Spirit of the Lord has been given to m
e.  H

e has
sent m

e to  give the good new
s to the poor.” (Lk 4:18)

R
eadings for this w

eek
Sunday

Y
ear B

Psalter
W

eek 3

R
em

em
brance:

Leslie Prosser
Patrick John K

ing
M

ary M
atley

C
hristopher Edw

ard Ford
R

ozalia M
asur

M
A

SSE
S and IN

T
E

N
T

IO
N

S: D
ecem

ber 2020

Sat 12th
10-11am
C

onfessions
2nd W

eek of
A

dvent
H

oly Souls

Sat 12th

6.00pm
3R

D
 SU

N
D

A
Y

 O
F

A
D

V
E

N
T

 (V
IG

IL
)

(G
A

U
D

ETE
SU

N
D

A
Y

)

M
aria M

eschi
(Year’s M

ind)

Sun 13th
8.00am

3R
D

 SU
N

D
A

Y
 O

F
A

D
V

E
N

T
The Parish

Sun 13th
10.00am

3R
D

 SU
N

D
A

Y
 O

F
A

D
V

E
N

T

Socrate
Bisconti RIP
2nd Anniv.

Sun 13th
12 noon

B
A

PT
ISM

: G
race Sm

ith

M
on 14th

(Private
M

ass)
St. John of the
C

ross
Francesca
Burton RIP

T
ue 15th

(Private
M

ass)
3rd W

eek of A
dvent

Belm
ont

C
om

m
unity

W
ed 16th

10.15am
3rd W

eek of A
dvent

O
ur Volunteer

Stew
ards

T
hu 17th

(Private
M

ass)
3rd W

eek of A
dvent

G
air G

reene
RIP

Fri 18th
9.30am

 SFX
 School - Y

ear 6
Special Intention

Sat 19th
10-11am
C

onfessions
3rd W

eek of A
dvent

H
oly Souls

Sat 19th
6.00pm

4TH
 SU

N
D

A
Y

 O
F

A
D

V
E

N
T

 (V
IG

IL
)

The Parish

Sun 20th
8.00am

4TH
 SU

N
D

A
Y

 O
F

A
D

V
E

N
T

M
acG

regor/
G

leason RIP

Sun 20th
10.00am

4TH
 SU

N
D

A
Y

 O
F

A
D

V
E

N
T

Tom
 Loftus RIP

(100th Birthday)

19 Broad Street, H
ereford

H
R

4 9A
P

T
elephone (01432) 273485

W
ebsite: w

w
w

.sfxhereford.org.uk
Parish Priest

D
om

 M
ichael E

vans
O

ffice E
nquiries

hereford2@
rcadc.org

N
ew

sletter
editor@

sfxhereford.org.uk
St. Francis X

avier’s School
H

T
 M

rs D
iana Pearce  01432 273941

Parish Safeguarding
M

argaret D
aron

safeguardingsfx01@
gm

ail.com
H

ospital C
haplain

Fr Patrick  T
el.07922323603

A
rchdiocese of C

ardiff C
harity no. 242380

D
uring A

dvent and C
hristm

astide w
e are invited to

pray for O
penness to the W

ord of G
od, for M

igrants and
R

efugees, and for Expectant M
others.

ST. FRAN
CIS XAVIER’S CATH

O
LIC CH

U
RCH

Please Pray For T
he Sick

Pat England
Joan Sheeran

Pat M
orris

V
elina M

ilson
M

ary Elizabeth
N

icola M
errick

Lynne H
ow

ells
M

artin O
’Sullivan

A
nn C

urrie
R

osie Scott-Lee
K

atie B
alnaves

K
athleen H

anna
Flo B

row
n

C
hristine R

obinson
B

arbara O
’Sullivan

K
evin R

oberts
K

erry H
arnett

N
oah W

right
A

ndrew
 Pearce

M
aureen M

cC
aughey

B
everley Loader

M
arc de Jersey

M
onica C

ook
Jean Ellis

Stephen Fisher
A

nthony M
arston

W
e w

elcom
e into G

od’s Fam
ily,G

race Sm
ith

w
ho

w
ill be B

aptised this Sunday at 12 noon.

L
ast W

eekend’s
retiring collection for C

hristm
as

flow
ers raised £396.56. Thank you for your generosity.

A
ppeal for M

ass Stew
ards: W

ith C
hristm

as Services
com

ing up w
e need a few

 m
ore volunteers to help w

ith
stew

arding and cleaning at M
asses to keep the church

C
ovid secure. If you can help please ring the office on

273485 or em
ailhereford2@

rcadc.org
Thank Y

ou

C
hristm

as A
rrangem

ents
There w

ill be flow
ers on

the altar but w
e do not require any holly this year.

There w
ill be no C

hristm
as C

ard folder at the back of
C

hurch. Thank you.

C
onfessions A

s w
e are are in A

D
V

EN
T, Fr. M

ichael
w

ill be hearing confessions on Saturday m
ornings in

church 
from

 
10am

 
until 

11am
. 

D
ue 

to 
social

distancing rules, confessions w
ill not be in the

confessional but in the sacristy. There w
ill be a church

stew
ard on hand to direct you.

SFX
 O

pening for Private Prayer:
O

pening tim
es

are M
ondays, W

ednesdays and Saturdays 10am
 until

11.30am
 w

ith M
ass at 10.15am

 on W
ednesdays.

L
ately D

ead
C

ynthia B
arnett

John B
irch

Peter N
elson

Live sim
ply so others m

ay sim
ply live

and care for our com
m

on hom
e

Choose a live Christm
as tree

See the Parish W
ebsite

for more Cafod information

Sacram
ent of R

econciliation (C
onfessions)

Saturday 10.00am
 to 11.00am

St. Francis X
avier’s C

hurch - Services for C
hristm

as 2020
T

hursday 24th D
ecem

ber
5.00pm

 C
hildren’s M

ass of   C
hristm

as
                                             8.00pm

 ‘M
idnight’ M

ass (Stream
ed)

Friday 25th D
ecem

ber       8.00am
 M

ass of C
hristm

as D
ay

                                            10.00am
 Parish M

ass of C
hristm

as D
ay (Stream

ed)
Saturday 26th D

ecem
ber 10.00am

 M
ass on St. Stephen’s D

ay.
3rd W

eek of Advent
"I exult for joy in the Lord,

m
y soul rejoices in m

y
G

od."

C
ollections for D

ecem
ber 5th/6th - T

hank Y
ou

1st
R

unning of the Parish
£738.45

2nd
R

enovation
£519.40

E
xtraordinary

M
inisters of the E

ucharist
M

inisters of the W
ord

6.00pm
A

ngela H
olm

es
Stuart Fox

W
endy W

interburn
8.00am

Frances H
etterley

M
ike K

ennedy
Jane G

ennard
10.00am

M
ary C

ook
A

nthony Elegado
M

ia B
rennan


