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Please pray for the sick:
Pat England, Joan Sheeran, John Harries,
Pat Morris Lynne Howells, Velina Milson, 
Mary Elizabeth, Nicola Merrick, Alison Alder,
Anthony Craig, Ann Currie, Cynthia Barnett, 
Katie Balnaves, Kathleen Hanna, Flo Brown, 
Fr. James Norris, Barbara O’Sullivan, 
Eileen Walker, Kerry Harnett, Noah Wright, 
Marc de Jersey, Maureen McCaughey, 
Beverley Loader, Andrew Pearce, 
Rosie Scott-Lee, Sr Catherine Jackson O.P.,  
Fr. Joseph, Kevin Roberts, Brother Bernard

Lately Dead:
Brenda Strouken, Dom Raphael, David Mills,
Mrs Christine Howard-Nelson, Sean Burns

Coronvirus update:
NO PUBLIC MASSES
If you have a Mass Intention for Fr Michael to say at his private Mass please post envelope through Presbytery 
door or email the Parish office hereford2@rcadc.org. 
Confessions - If you wish Fr. Michael to hear your confession then please contact him.

Remembrance:
Mary Josephine Harrison, David Nash, 
Jack Gittings, Richard Maurice Stansbury, 
Josie Polakowska, Nedas Damasas, 
Grace Gillespie, Margaret Joyce

Church Giving
If you usually give using the envelopes or cash 
and have online or telephone banking you can 
make one off payments or set up a Standing 
Order.  Please use your name as a reference 
and we can claim GiftAid if you are registered.  
You will need our Bank details* which are: 
Barclays           A/c name: PAR ST FRANCIS X
Sort Code: 20 18 23   A/c number: 5397 5479 
*NB – Please do not try to give via PayPal.  
There is a problem which we are investigating

Stay in touch:
At this difficult time, it is important that we keep in 
touch. Phone friends if you have their number 
and see how they’re doing.  If you’re worried 
about someone, let us know.
You can keep in touch with Father Michael and SFX 
using our website www.sfxhereford,.org.uk or 
follow us on Twitter @SfxHereford
or Facebook @stfrancisxavierschurchhereford or 
Email: hereford2@rcadc.org

Feasts of the week Mass intentions

Sunday
19th April

2ND SUNDAY OF 
EASTERTIDE
DIVINE MERCY 
SUNDAY

The Parish

Monday
20th April

2nd Week of 
Eastertide

David Mills RIP

Tuesday 
21st April

2nd Week of 
Eastertide
St Anselm, Bishop

Dec’d Friends of 
St Francis 
Xavier’s

Wednesday 
22nd April

2nd Week of 
Eastertide

Jack Gittings
(Year’s Mind)

Thursday 
23rd April

ST GEORGE, 
MARTYR, PATRON 
OF ENGLAND 
(SOLEMNITY)

Maurice 
Stansbury
(anniv.)

Friday 24th

April 
2nd Week of 
Eastertide

Mrs Christine 
Howard-Nelson 
RIP

Saturday 
25th April 

ST MARK-
EVANGELIST
FEAST

Dorothy Rowe

Sunday 26th

April 
3RD SUNDAY OF 
EASTERTIDE

The Parish

SFX 200 Club:
The draws for the SFX Parish 200 Club have been 
suspended for the foreseeable future.
We will draw the missing month's numbers in due 
course when we are able to get out and about 
again and people are able to bank cheques. 
Thank you for your understanding and continued 
support. 

Paul and Brenda Williams



In this week’s newsletter Archbishop 
George Stack shares some reflections for 
Eastertide

I command you “Awake, O sleeper, I have not held 
you to be a prisoner in the underworld. Arise from 
the dead. I am the life of the dead. Arise, O man, 
work of my hands, Arise, you were fashioned in my 
image. Rise, let us go hence. For you in me and I in 
you, together we are one undivided person…Arise, 
let us go hence. The enemy brought you out of the 
land of paradise. I will re-instate you, no longer in 
paradise,  but on the throne of heaven. I denied you 
the tree of life, but now I myself am united to you, I 
who am life”.
(From an ancient homily for Holy Saturday)

Those mystical words in the mind of the preacher: 
Are they spoken by the Father to Christ his Son? 
Spoken by Jesus to the ‘New Man’ that is the 
whole of humanity redeemed his blood? Spoken by 
the Spirit of God breathing new life into world and 
raising up those created for eternal life with him? 

During these worrying days of the corona virus 
pandemic, we are made more and more aware of 
the fragility of human life and the delicate balance 
of the planet on which we live. How grateful we 
are to those in the medical profession and caring 
professions who put themselves at risk for the 
health and well-being of the vulnerable. And who 
could fail to be moved by the increasing death toll, 
and the suffering that represents, made worse for 
the bereaved by not being able to mourn and say 
farewell in the usual way.

“Awake, O sleeper, arise from the dead, and 
Christ will give you life”.

Long before there is physical death there is the 
long series of other deaths we suffer, of 
crucifixions, of diminishments and losses. In this 
we follow what happened to Jesus, God revealed 
in human language. It was his uniqueness, his 
goodness, his love which was crucified. It is in 
those areas of our lives where we bear God’s 
image the most perfectly, where we are most 
precious, most sensitive and most sensible that 
we feel most vulnerable and experience most 
pain and fear. We cover up those things which 
hurt, not allowing them to wound us any more. 
Perhaps we even defend ourselves by doing 
damage to others. But in doing all that, what is 
most precious within us gets buried in a tomb. A 
dream crucified. A human being frozen over. A 
rock placed firmly at the entrance of our lives.

The rising of Jesus from the dead is Good News 
for the living and for the dead. It is Good News 
but not easy news It was not a magic trick. It was 
the struggle between good and evil, a struggle 
between darkness and light. It is a struggle which 
goes on day by day on a world scale and in the 
secrecy of our hearts. Why does God allow bad 
things to happen? Is God defeated by the most 
profound rejection of his love? Where is God in 
the midst of human suffering? “Here” says Jesus 
with arms outstretched on the cross.

Let the final words be those below of poet 
Malcolm Guite at the 14th Station: Jesus is laid in 
the tomb:

Here at the centre everything is still.

Before the stir and movement of our grief

That bears its pain with rhythm, ritual,

Beautiful useless gestures of relief.

So they anoint the skin that cannot feel 

And soothe his ruined flesh with tender care,

Kissing the wounds they know they cannot heal,

With incense scenting only empty air.

He blesses every love that weeps and grieves,

And makes our grief the pangs of a new birth.

The love that’s poured in silence at old graves,

Renewing flowers, tending the bare earth,

It never lost. In him all love is found

And sown with him, a seed in the rich ground

Malcolm Guite (b..1957)

Thank you
Fr. Michael and Fr. Roman would like to 

thank you for all your Easter good wishes.

Much appreciation goes also to those who 

have, by various means, managed to send 

their Easter Offerings. How clever of you to 

find a way! 

Happy Easter
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