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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his  
 people.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation,  
 nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and  
 guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5.7-12

A reading from the first book of the Kings.
The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream 
and said, “Ask what you would like me to 
give you.” Solomon replied, “Lord, my 
God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a 
very young man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the midst of 
this people of yours that you have chosen, 
a people so many its numbers cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 
heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this 
people of yours that is so great?” It pleased 
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for 
this. “Since you have asked for this” the Lord 
said, “and not asked for long life for yourself 
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but 
have asked for a discerning judgement for 
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I 
give you a heart wise and shrewd as none 
before you has had and none will have after 
you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 118 

Response:
Lord, how I love your law!

1.  My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
  is to obey your word.
  The law from your mouth means more to  
   me
  than silver and gold. (R.)

2.  Let your love be ready to console me
  by your promise to your servant.
  Let your love come to me and I shall live
  for your law is my delight. (R.)

3.  That is why I love your commands
  more than finest gold.
  That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
  I hate false ways. (R.)

4.  Your will is wonderful indeed;
  therefore I obey it.
  The unfolding of your word gives light
  and teaches the simple. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Romans 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
We know that by turning everything to their 
good God cooperates with all those who 
love him, with all those that he has called 
according to his purpose. They are the ones 
he chose specially long ago and intended to 
become true images of his Son, so that his 
Son might be the eldest of many brothers. 
He called those he intended for this; those he 
called he justified, and with those he justified 
he shared his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father.  
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:44-52

(For shorter form Mt 13:44-46, read between 
> <).
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
>Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes 
off happy, sells everything he owns and buys 
the field. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 
finds one of great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it. <
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul 
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen 
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect 
the good ones in a basket and throw away 
those that are no use. This is how it will be at 
the end of time: the angels will appear and 
separate the wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace where there 
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.  
 “Have you understood all this?” They 
said, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Well then, 
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who 
brings out from his storeroom things both 
new and old.”
>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings 
which we bring from the abundance of your  
 gifts, 
that through the powerful working of your  
 grace 
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify
 our present way of life 
and lead us to eternal gladness. 
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and never forget all his benefits.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine  
 Sacrament, 
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of  
 your Son; 
grant, we pray, that this gift, 
which he himself gave us with love beyond  
 all telling, 
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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People have always taken risks in 
order to find treasure. Think of 
the 200,000 who took part in the 

great California Gold Rush of 1849. Or 
those who spend all they have on “get 
rich quick” schemes or other ventures 
in the hope of striking it lucky. Think of 
an investor who gambles early on the 
success of a new company and who 
makes millions when the company is 
floated on the stock exchange.

Both the farm labourer and the 
merchant in today’s Gospel know the 
value of what they’ve discovered. They 
are prepared to risk everything to have 
it because they know it’s worth the risk.

Today’s Gospel isn’t about keeping 
a sharp eye out for hidden treasure 
or taking up a career as a venture 
capitalist. It is about values, priorities, 
knowing what’s important, what our 
real treasure is. And for Christians the 
answer is clear: our treasure is the 
kingdom of God. Our treasure is Jesus. 
If we follow him, imitate him, live his 
way, then we will find what we are 
looking for, the most valuable treasure 
of all. The gift of salvation is a treasure 
far more valuable than all the pearls in 
the sea. n 

REFLECT

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to think about what we value 
most. He uses two parables to get his message across. In the first, a farm 
labourer discovers a treasure hidden in a field. He realises that it is a 
valuable find, that it will make him a wealthy man. He buries it again, and 
sells everything he owns in order to buy the field. 
In the second, another man discovers a great treasure. But unlike the farm labourer, this 
man does not discover the treasure by accident. He has been searching for it. He is a 
merchant who deals in fine pearls. He knows exactly what he is looking for, and when he 
finds the most valuable pearl he has ever set eyes on, he is in no doubt what to do – he 
sells everything he owns so he can have that pearl. Pearls in the time of Jesus were the 
most valuable of all goods. Now that the merchant has that pearl of great value, he doesn’t 
need to search any more.

Both the farm labourer and the merchant appreciate the value of what they have 
discovered. They are prepared to risk everything, to spend every penny they possess, in 
order to have it. Both know it’s worth the risk, that it would be foolish to let the opportunity 
pass them by.

In these parables Jesus is asking if we perceive the kingdom of heaven in the same way. 
Do we see it as a treasure that is worth more than everything else we value in life? Are we 
prepared to give up everything, to risk everything, in order to have it? Jesus did. He gave 
up everything he valued – his family, his home – to do his Father’s will and to preach the 
Good News. For Jesus, there was no treasure greater than doing his Father’s will. He was 
even prepared to give up his life to hold onto it. As Christians, God and God’s kingdom 
must be our greatest treasure. It must mean more to us than anyone or anything else. n 

Think of the most valuable thing you own, 
possibly your house. Now think of the words 
of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Even your house, 
even everything you own lumped together, 
counts for nothing compared to God and 
God’s kingdom.

DO

TREASURE HUNTERS (MATTHEW 13:44-52)

For Christians the only treasure that matters 
is the kingdom of God. 

 
Wisdom is a gift of God. 

LEARNSAY
“Lord, give me the grace to 
recognise the treasure in my 
life and the strength not to 
sacrifice it for things that 
are worthless. Amen.”

We live in a materialistic world, which 
defines happiness in terms of the size of 
one’s bank account and the extent of one’s 
possessions. Pray for yourself and others 
that you will have the wisdom to know what 
is truly important.

PRAY
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ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his  
 people.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,  
 have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,  
 receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father.
Amen.

COLLECT
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation,  
 nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and  
 guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of  
 the Holy Spirit,
one God for ever and ever.
Amen.

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5.7-12

A reading from the first book of the Kings.
The Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream 
and said, “Ask what you would like me to 
give you.” Solomon replied, “Lord, my 
God, you have made your servant king in 
succession to David my father. But I am a 
very young man, unskilled in leadership. 
Your servant finds himself in the midst of 
this people of yours that you have chosen, 
a people so many its numbers cannot be 
counted or reckoned. Give your servant a 
heart to understand how to discern between 
good and evil, for who could govern this 
people of yours that is so great?” It pleased 
the Lord that Solomon should have asked for 
this. “Since you have asked for this” the Lord 
said, “and not asked for long life for yourself 
or riches or the lives of your enemies, but 
have asked for a discerning judgement for 
yourself, here and now I do what you ask. I 
give you a heart wise and shrewd as none 
before you has had and none will have after 
you.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM Psalm 118 

Response:
Lord, how I love your law!

1.  My part, I have resolved, O Lord,
  is to obey your word.
  The law from your mouth means more to  
   me
  than silver and gold. (R.)

2.  Let your love be ready to console me
  by your promise to your servant.
  Let your love come to me and I shall live
  for your law is my delight. (R.)

3.  That is why I love your commands
  more than finest gold.
  That is why I rule my life by your precepts:
  I hate false ways. (R.)

4.  Your will is wonderful indeed;
  therefore I obey it.
  The unfolding of your word gives light
  and teaches the simple. (R.)
 
SECOND READING  Romans 8:28-30

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the 
Romans.
We know that by turning everything to their 
good God cooperates with all those who 
love him, with all those that he has called 
according to his purpose. They are the ones 
he chose specially long ago and intended to 
become true images of his Son, so that his 
Son might be the eldest of many brothers. 
He called those he intended for this; those he 
called he justified, and with those he justified 
he shared his glory.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I call you friends, says the Lord, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father.  
Alleluia!

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:44-52

(For shorter form Mt 13:44-46, read between 
> <).
A reading from the holy Gospel according to 
Matthew.
>Jesus said to the crowds, “The kingdom of 
heaven is like treasure hidden in a field which 
someone has found; he hides it again, goes 
off happy, sells everything he owns and buys 
the field. 
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant looking for fine pearls; when he 
finds one of great value he goes and sells 
everything he owns and buys it. <
 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
dragnet cast into the sea that brings in a haul 
of all kinds. When it is full, the fishermen 
haul it ashore; then, sitting down, they collect 
the good ones in a basket and throw away 
those that are no use. This is how it will be at 
the end of time: the angels will appear and 
separate the wicked from the just to throw 
them into the blazing furnace where there 
will be weeping and grinding of teeth.  
 “Have you understood all this?” They 
said, “Yes.” And he said to them, “Well then, 
every scribe who becomes a disciple of the 

kingdom of heaven is like a householder who 
brings out from his storeroom things both 
new and old.”
>The Gospel of the Lord.<
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PROFESSION OF FAITH
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with  
 the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the  
 Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under  
 Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,  
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord,  
 the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored  
 and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and  
 apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness  
 of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the  
 dead  
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings 
which we bring from the abundance of your  
 gifts, 
that through the powerful working of your  
 grace 
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify
 our present way of life 
and lead us to eternal gladness. 
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and never forget all his benefits.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine  
 Sacrament, 
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of  
 your Son; 
grant, we pray, that this gift, 
which he himself gave us with love beyond  
 all telling, 
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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People have always taken risks in 
order to find treasure. Think of 
the 200,000 who took part in the 

great California Gold Rush of 1849. Or 
those who spend all they have on “get 
rich quick” schemes or other ventures 
in the hope of striking it lucky. Think of 
an investor who gambles early on the 
success of a new company and who 
makes millions when the company is 
floated on the stock exchange.

Both the farm labourer and the 
merchant in today’s Gospel know the 
value of what they’ve discovered. They 
are prepared to risk everything to have 
it because they know it’s worth the risk.

Today’s Gospel isn’t about keeping 
a sharp eye out for hidden treasure 
or taking up a career as a venture 
capitalist. It is about values, priorities, 
knowing what’s important, what our 
real treasure is. And for Christians the 
answer is clear: our treasure is the 
kingdom of God. Our treasure is Jesus. 
If we follow him, imitate him, live his 
way, then we will find what we are 
looking for, the most valuable treasure 
of all. The gift of salvation is a treasure 
far more valuable than all the pearls in 
the sea. n 

REFLECT

In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us to think about what we value 
most. He uses two parables to get his message across. In the first, a farm 
labourer discovers a treasure hidden in a field. He realises that it is a 
valuable find, that it will make him a wealthy man. He buries it again, and 
sells everything he owns in order to buy the field. 
In the second, another man discovers a great treasure. But unlike the farm labourer, this 
man does not discover the treasure by accident. He has been searching for it. He is a 
merchant who deals in fine pearls. He knows exactly what he is looking for, and when he 
finds the most valuable pearl he has ever set eyes on, he is in no doubt what to do – he 
sells everything he owns so he can have that pearl. Pearls in the time of Jesus were the 
most valuable of all goods. Now that the merchant has that pearl of great value, he doesn’t 
need to search any more.

Both the farm labourer and the merchant appreciate the value of what they have 
discovered. They are prepared to risk everything, to spend every penny they possess, in 
order to have it. Both know it’s worth the risk, that it would be foolish to let the opportunity 
pass them by.

In these parables Jesus is asking if we perceive the kingdom of heaven in the same way. 
Do we see it as a treasure that is worth more than everything else we value in life? Are we 
prepared to give up everything, to risk everything, in order to have it? Jesus did. He gave 
up everything he valued – his family, his home – to do his Father’s will and to preach the 
Good News. For Jesus, there was no treasure greater than doing his Father’s will. He was 
even prepared to give up his life to hold onto it. As Christians, God and God’s kingdom 
must be our greatest treasure. It must mean more to us than anyone or anything else. n 

Think of the most valuable thing you own, 
possibly your house. Now think of the words 
of Jesus in today’s Gospel. Even your house, 
even everything you own lumped together, 
counts for nothing compared to God and 
God’s kingdom.

DO

TREASURE HUNTERS (MATTHEW 13:44-52)

For Christians the only treasure that matters 
is the kingdom of God. 

 
Wisdom is a gift of God. 

LEARNSAY
“Lord, give me the grace to 
recognise the treasure in my 
life and the strength not to 
sacrifice it for things that 
are worthless. Amen.”

We live in a materialistic world, which 
defines happiness in terms of the size of 
one’s bank account and the extent of one’s 
possessions. Pray for yourself and others 
that you will have the wisdom to know what 
is truly important.

PRAY



Remembrance:
James	Joseph	Clinton,	Gerald	Bubb

Saint	Francis	Xavier’s
19	Broad	Street,	Hereford	HR4	9AP

(01432)	273485	

www.sfxhereford.org.uk

Parish	Priest:	 Dom	Michael	Evans	OSB

Office	enquiries:	hereford2@rcadc.org
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SFX	School:	

HT	Mrs.	Diana	Pearce	01432	273941

Parish	Safeguarding:	Margaret	Daron	
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Hospital	Chaplain:	Fr	Patrick	Tel	07922323603

Archdiocese	of	Cardiff						Charity	no.	242380

St	Francis	Xavier’s	Church	Newsletter

Please	pray	for	the	sick:
Pat	England, Joan	Sheeran,	Pat	Morris,

Velina Milson,	Mary	Elizabeth, Nicola	Merrick,	

Alison	Alder, Ann	Currie,	Cynthia	Barnett,	

Katie	Balnaves,	Kathleen	Hanna,	Flo	Brown,	

Fr.	James	Norris,	Barbara	O’Sullivan,	

Eileen	Walker,	Kerry	Harnett,	Noah	Wright,	

Marc	de	Jersey,	Maureen	McCaughey,	

Beverley	Loader,	Andrew	Pearce,	

Rosie	Scott-Lee,	Sr	Catherine	Jackson	O.P.,		

Kevin	Roberts, Sr	de	Angelis	O.P.,	

Christine	Robinson,	Artur	Leszko

Feasts	of	the	week Mass	
intentions

Saturday	

25
th

July

(Private	Mass)

ST	JAMES,	APOSTLE	

(FEAST)

Private	Int.

Saturday	

25
th

July

6.00pm

17
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

(VIGIL)

M.	A.	Mathai

R.I.P.

Sunday	

26
th

July

8.00am

17
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

Private	Int.	

(M.K.)

Sunday	

26
th

July

10.00am

17
th

SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

The	Parish

Monday

27
th

July

(Private	Mass)

Feria Mark	Large –

fam.	int.

Tuesday	

28
th

July

(Private	Mass)

Feria P.I.

Wednesday	

29
th

July

12.30pm

St	Martha Artur	Leszko

S.I.

Thursday	

30
th

July

(Private	Mass)

Feria E.B.C.

Friday	

31
st

July

(Private	Mass)

St	Ignatius	of	

Loyola,	Priest

Fr	Mchael

Beattie	S.J.

Saturday	

1
st

August

(Private	Mass)

St	Alphonsus	

Ligouri,	Bishop	and	

Doctor	of	the	

Church

Albert	Gregg	

RIP	(Birthday)

Saturday	

1
st

August

6.00pm

18
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

(VIGIL)

Eleanor	Cole

Sunday	

2
nd

August

8.00am

18
th
SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

Donal Looney	

(anniv.)

Sunday	

2
nd

August

10.00am

18
th

SUNDAY	OF	

ORDINARY	TIME

The	Parish

Sunday	

2
nd

August

12noon	

BAPTISM

Hannah	

Wieliczkiewicz

Live	simply	so	others	may	simply	live
and	care	for	our	common	home

Encourage	wildlife	in	your	garden	
e.g.	install	bird	feeders	and		bee	hotels
See	the	Parish	website	for	more	CAFOD	information

The	Cycle	of	Prayer:	During	Ordinary	Time	(Summer)
We	are	asked	to	pray	for	these	intentions:	A	deeper	

understanding	between	Christians	and	Jews;	Those	who	suffer	

persecution,	oppression	and	denial	of	human	rights;	Europe;	

Human	life;	Seafarers	

Rotas for	weekend	25th &	26th July
Ministers	of	the	Word
Saturday	6pm Philip	Dixon

Sunday	8am Carola	Morton

Sunday	10am Audrey	Fussell

Eucharistic	Ministers
Saturday	6pm Mary	Cook

Wendy	Winterburn

Sunday	8am Mary	Cook

Angela	Holmes

Sunday	10am Mia	Brennan

Thomas	Kottuppallil

Danny	West



“How	lovely	is	your	dwelling	place,	

O	LORD	of	hosts!”

Psalm	84:1

Visit	www.godwhospeaks.uk

Summer	of	Hope
CAFOD	has	joined	with	the	UK	Disasters	Emergencies	Committee	

to	help	millions	of	people	whose	lives	are	at	risk,	as	coronavirus	

spreads	across	refugee	camps	and	countries	suffering	conflict.		

You	can	donate	at	cafod.org.uk/coronavirus	to	help	CAFOD	scale	

up	its	coronavirus	response	through	our	global	Church	family.	Or	

use	CAFOD’s	Summer	of	Hope	fundraising	ideas	with	your	family	

and	friends	to	transform	lockdown	and	raise	money	for	the	

appeal:	cafod.org.uk/summerofhope

Holy Mass times in Hereford

Saint	Francis	Xavier’s,	Broad	Street
Saturdays	6pm

Sundays	8am	and	10am*

Wednesdays	at	12:30pm.

Private	prayer	Mon,	Wed	&	Sat,	10am	- 1pm
*	Livestreamed	Mass

Our	Lady’s,	Belmont	Road
Sundays	10am

Tuesdays	9.30am

Fridays	6.30pm

Private	prayer	Thur &	Sat,	10am	- 11am

The	Abbey	Church	at	Belmont
Saturdays	4.00pm

Sundays	8.30am	and	11.00am

Tuesdays	and	Fridays	10.15am

Private	prayer	Tue	&	Fri,	10am	- 11am

The	obligation	to	attend	Mass	on	Sunday	is	
still	suspended	so	consider	
coming	on	a	weekday	if	you	can't	get	in	
at	the	weekend.

Reflections	on	wisdom	in	these	strange	times

THE	RIDDLE	OF	THE	WISE	
During	this	the	strangest	of	summers	King	

Solomon’s	dream	offers	a	measure	of	reassurance.	

Asked	by	the	Lord,	in	a	dream,	what	he	wanted,	

Solomon	implored	his	God	for	discernment.	Young	

and	inexperienced,	Solomon	did	not	burden	the	

Lord	with	a	long	litany	of	woes.	Neither	did	he	

petition	him	to	enact	grasped-at,	man-made	

solutions.	Rather,	Solomon	put	his	faith	in	God.

The	ability	to	exercise	wisdom	is	too	often	

overlooked.	God	goes	on	to	imply	in	1	Kings	3	v.12	

that	no	leader	was	ever	again	as	wise	as	Solomon.	

A	cursory	glance	round	the	global	political	

landscape	makes	this	a	hard	point	to	contest.	Why	

put	the	dream	in	the	Bible	at	all?	

Solomon’s	Dream	comes	at	the	start	of	his	reign,	

just	after	his	marriage	to	Pharaoh’s	daughter.	

Despite	his	later	marital	challenges	it	had	to	be	

there;	for	the	enduring	legacy	of	Solomon’s	

political	career	was	his	espousal	of	wisdom.	

The	Bible	emphasises the	value	of	wisdom.	

Proverbs	and	Ecclesiastes,	largely	attributed	to	

Solomon,	and	the	much	later	book,	the	Wisdom	of	

Solomon,	underscores	the	divine	imperative	to	‘Get	

wisdom…get	understanding.’	

Easier	said	than	done	in

a	world	buffeted	by	every

rumour,	virus	spike	and	

newscast.	Is	it	not	a	luxury

beyond	the	emotional	

compass	of	most	people?	To	lean	on	our	own	

understanding,	let	alone	that	of	the	press,	is	

always	challenging.	However	the	believer	can	

ask,	as	Solomon	did,	for	discernment,	for	wisdom	

and	prize	it	above	all	else.	

Wisdom	is	within	reach	of	the	children	of	the	

promise	because	it	is	a	gift	of	God.	It	is	not	

sullied	by	the	stupidity	of	mankind.	Wisdom	cries	

aloud	in	the	streets	and	the	squares,	beyond	the	

politically	correct	media	and	the	riots	and	

pestilence	of	our	time.	The	riddle	of	the	wise	is	

revealed	through	the	word	of	God	and	the	

example	of	Christ.	By	his	truth	we	are	set	free.	

The	world	has	changed	in	ways	we	cannot	yet	

appreciate,	but	the	plans	and	purposes	of	God	

unfold,	unruffled	and	unhurried.	Predicting	the	

future	may	elude	us,	but	if	we	remember	God’s	

love	for	us,	we	are	not	consumed.	His	

compassion	never	fails	and	sustains	us	anew	

every	morning.	Great	is	thy	faithfulness,	O	God	

my	father.	

AM
For	more	articles	like	this	please	go	to	
HerefordCatholic on	Facebook

Confessions	&	Intentions:
Confessions:	Although	we	can	now	celebrate	Mass,	it	is	still	not	possible	to	hear	confessions	in	the	usual	way.		

If	you	wish	Fr.	Michael	to	hear	your	confession,	please	contact	him.

Mass	Intentions for	Fr	Michael	to	say	please	post	envelopes	through	Presbytery	door	or	email	hereford2@rcadc.org

Church	giving:
Our	Bank	details	are:	

Barclays											A/c	name:	Archdiocese	of	Cardiff
Sort	Code:	20	18	23			A/c	number:	5397	5479	
Please	use	your	name	as	a	reference	and	we	can	claim	GiftAid if	you	are	

registered.		Although	Standing	Orders	are	preferred,	donations	can	also	

be	made	online	through	the	Archdiocesan	website	at:	

www.rcadc.org/portfolio-item/parish-offertory

Staying	Together	While	Apart	- a	new	project	to	help	the	most	vulnerable
Funded	by	the	Voluntary	Services	Emergency	Fund,	the	Archdiocese	has	launched	the	Staying	Together	While	

Apart	project.		Its	main	aims	are	to	improve	the	mental	health	and	wellbeing	of	older	and	vulnerable	adults	and	

expand	‘shop	&	drop’	home	deliveries	for	the	vulnerable	and	those	who	are	self-isolating.		Can	you	help?		Please	

complete	the	survey	at	https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/8CW7DNR!	Or	contact	klavdija.erzen@rcadc.org.	
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